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SUBJ: FOUR VACANT FEDERAL SEATS, THREE SAFE FOR LIBERALS 
AND THE OTHER A TOSS-UP 

REP: QUEBEC 279 

1. FORMER LIBERAL MINISTER JEAN MARCHAND'S OCTOBER 25 RESIG- 
NATION FROM HIS FEDERAL SEAT TO RUN IN THE QUEBEC PROVINCIAL 
ELECTIONS (REFTEL) BROUGHT TO FOUR THE NUMBER OF COMMONS SEATS 
WHICH HAVE BECOME VACANT WITHIN THE PAST MONTH. 

2. VACANT SEATS ARE MARCHAND'S IN LANGELIER, LOCATED IN 
QUEBEC CITY; THE LOUIS-HEBERT RIDING ALSO IN QUEBEC CITY 
WHICH BECAME VACANT WITH THE RECENT DEATH OF LIBERAL MP 
MADAME ALBANIE MORIN; THE PRINCE EDWARD ISLAND RIDING OP 
MALPEQUE WHICH PROGRESSIVE CONSERVATIVE (PC) MEMBER ANGUS 
MACLEAN GAVE UP AFTER HE WAS ELECTED PC LEADER IN THAT 
PROVINCE (HE IS NOW SEEKING A PROVINCIAL SEAT); AND THE 
TERREBONNE RIDING (NORTH OF MONTREAL) WHICH LIBERAL MP 
JOSEPH-ROLAND COMPTOIRS, LIKE MARCHAND, RELINQUISHED TO 
RUN IN THE QUEBEC PROVINCIAL ELECTIONS. 

3. IN ADDITION, FORMER LIBERAL MIN. BYRCE MACKASEY MAY 
SOON GIVE UP HIS VERDUN RIDING (IN MONTREAL) TO RUN 
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4. IN SHORT, THERE ARE FOUR VACANT SEATS, THREE OE 

THEM EORMERLY HELD BY LIBERALS IN QUEBEC, AND THERE MAY SOON 
BE A EOURTH QUEBEC SEAT, FORMERLY LIBERAL. 

5. PM TRUDEAU MUST, WITHIN THE NEXT SIX MONTHS, DECLARE 
BY-ELECTIONS EOR THE SEATS. THERE IS NO LEGAL TIME 
LIMIT ON WHEN THE BY-ELECTIONS MUST BE HELD BUT, AS A 
PRACTICAL MATTER, DELAY CANNOT BE EXTENDED. LEAVING A 
RIDING WITHOUT REPRESENTATION EOR AN EXTENDED PERIOD 
CAN GENERATE VOTER BACKLASH. 

6. COMMENT: THE QUEBEC RIDINGS SHOULD BE SAFE EOR THE 
LIBERALS. PC NATIONAL DIRECTOR JOHN LASCHINGER, 

HIGHLY PARTISAN AND ALWAYS OPTIMISTIC, TOLD EMBOEF THAT 
ONLY IN TERREBONNE AND IN VERDUN, IF MACKASEY RESIGNS, 

WOULD THE PCS HAVE EVEN AN OUTSIDE CHANCE. IN VIEW OF 
PAST PERFORMANCE IN THOSE RIDINGS, WE FIND EVEN 
LASCHINGER'S GUARDED COMMENT OVERLY OPTIMISTIC. 

7. THE MACLEAN SEAT IN PEI NOW IS A TOSS-UP. VOTING 
THERE IS HIGHLY PERSONAL AND NEITHER PARTY HAS CHOSEN 
CANDIDATES. ALTHOUGH MACLEAN REPRESENTED THE AREA FOR 
ABOUT 25 YEARS, LIBERAL MEMBERS OE THE PROVINCIAL 
LEGISLATURE HOLD THE REGION. CHOICE OF CANDIDATES 
WILL, THEREEORE, BE ALL IMPORTANT. 
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